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Christmas Festival

Despite the cold and damp evening the turnout for the Christmas Festival was again exceptional, with people of all ages packed into Park Lane, all enjoying the festivities:
Bands played, there were dancers, music, food and a great atmosphere.
The Parish Plan team, who organised the event, were delighted that so many people came along to enjoy the evening and appreciated the support of the many shops that stayed open.
The Parish Plan team is a volunteer organisation sponsored by the Parish Council and if you wish to become involved in any of the activities and events organised by the Team, contact Mike Beanland on 876606
Help Shape Poynton’s Future
We need your help to improve Poynton, and everyone is most welcome, but there is a particular need for people with specialist skills to become members of working parties and focus groups. Experience in civil and highway engineering, town planning, architecture, transport planning, the legal profession, quantity or building surveying, tourism, youth work and work with the elderly would be greatly valued. If you are interested contact the Parish Council Office.
Christmas and New Year
The Parish Council would like to pass on our very best wishes to everyone in the parish of Poynton with Worth and hope you all have a happy Christmas and New Year

Changing the status of the Parish Council to a Town Council

Since 1974, Poynton residents have had three layers of local government: Cheshire County, Macclesfield Borough and Poynton Parish Council. The Government has now decided that, from 1st April 2009, Cheshire and Macclesfield Councils will be abolished and replaced with a "unitary" council, called Cheshire East. Therefore, residents of Cheshire will have their local services provided by either the new Unitary Council or their local Town or Parish Councils. Poynton Councillors are now considering changing the status of the council to that of a Town Council. Before making the final decision Councillors have agreed to conduct a communication exercise in order to explain the rationale behind such a move and to address any concerns or questions that residents might have. The attached question and answer sheet is an integral part of this process.

Q & As

Changing the status of the Parish Council to a Town Council

 Q1.
What exactly is being proposed? 

A1.
That from 1 April 2009 (the date that Cheshire East, the new Unitary Council, comes in to being) Poynton Parish Council changes its status and title to that of a town council and thereafter be referred to as Poynton with Worth Town Council.

Q2.
Why is this being considered? 

A2.
There is an increasing amount of evidence and experience proving that Poynton has been consistently disadvantaged by the incorrect perception of it as a minor locality and authority by outside agencies. Many think we are a small settlement when in fact Poynton is larger than Knutsford and Bollington (both of which have town councils). For example, at a recent briefing of the new Cheshire East authority, the officers described what they considered to be the most important locations. Despite being the 5th largest settlement (by council tax base) in Cheshire East, Poynton was omitted; the implication being that we are on the same level as a small parish such as Gawsworth. In addition, other external bodies and agencies, and indeed some residents, confuse this important local function of government with a parochial church council.

Q3.
Why is this being considered now?

A3.
One of the effects of the Local Government Review is the creation of Cheshire East and this will come in to being on 1 April 2009. Cheshire East will be much bigger than Macclesfield Borough Council, and far more complex. Our past experience has demonstrated the need for Poynton’s interests to be at the forefront of both officers’ and members’ minds. By taking this opportunity to elevate the status of the Council to that of a Town Council it will be one of the ways that this visibility and awareness can be achieved. It is crucial that from the outset of the new authority Poynton is seen as meriting the same consideration as such places as Wilmslow, Nantwich and Sandbach. It is therefore proposed that the status would be changed to coincide with the formation of Cheshire East in April 2009.

Q4.
Will we be more at risk of becoming part of Stockport and Greater Manchester?

A4.
No. There is a strong argument to say that the risk will be reduced; Stockport may find it more difficult to justify absorbing a Town Council. Being a Parish Council in 1974 did not stop this option being considered and it took an enormous effort in order for us to remain in Cheshire where we belong.

Q5.
What will it cost?

A5.
Apart from changing the headed note paper there are no other significant expenses anticipated. The Council needs to only pass a resolution to make the change.
Q6.
What will happen to the village/Parish?

A6.
Nothing. The Parish boundary will remain unchanged and the Council will still be responsible for representing the same area and delivery of selected services within that boundary. The ‘village’ remains the village. There is no precise definition of a village and Poynton village has no defined geographic boundaries. In the UK, unlike some other countries, there are no fixed legal population levels that define a “village” and a “town”; it is a matter of local custom and preference. Many people associate the shopping area as being ‘the village’ and the council will continue to bring forth schemes in order to enhance the ‘village feel’ of Poynton.

Q7.
Does this mean that Poynton will become a town?

A7.
No. Only the name of the council will change. The Parish remains unchanged, and the centre of Poynton will still be referred to as ‘the village’. The current council is already engaged in a series of projects aimed at negating the impact of past and proposed developments and enhancing the village aspect and atmosphere.

Q8.
Are there any other changes associated with changing the status of the council?

A8.
Yes. The Chairman of the Council would become the Town Mayor. Traditionally, for their term of office, a Mayor acts in a non - party political way. Because the post is politically neutral there is a view that Mayors can act, in addition to the representative and ceremonial role that is understood world wide, as a community facilitator and a unifying force.

Q9.
Will the Precept need to be increased to pay for the Mayor and the associated regalia?

A9.
No. There is no requirement for a Mayor to have any regalia. Currently the Chairman has a silver medallion and consideration is being given to this being combined with a chain of office from one of the Councils that disappeared in 1974. Several such chains are held by MBC. There should be no additional expenses associated with having a Mayor rather than a Chairman.

Q10.
Is there a greater risk that developers will be allowed to target Poynton and or the Green belt?

A10.
No. There are no changes to planning rules associated with this decision. Nor is it likely that Poynton will be any more susceptible to either cramming or building on the Green Belt than it would be by remaining as a parish council. All the developments of the last 50 years occurred whilst there was a parish council and it is therefore illogical to believe that by increasing the status of the council it would increase the risk.
Summary

The proposed change is only in the title of the Parish Council, It will allow the Council to insist on equal treatment with places like Knutsford and Bollington, which have had Town Councils since 1974. Everything else will remain the same, and Poynton will still be a village.
